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Abstract. The article considers Central Asia as a unique historical,
cultural and civilizational region formed at the intersection of the most
important trade, migration and spiritual routes of Eurasia. The article
analyzes the evolution of the concept of «civilization» and its application
to understanding the Central Asian space, where nomadic and settled
civilizations have interacted for thousands of years. Special attention is paid
to the role of the Great Silk Road as a key factor in economic, cultural and
intercivilizational exchange between East and West. The influence of world
religions, ethnocultural diversity and traditions of tolerance on the formation
of a sustainable model of regional development is revealed. The article also
examinesthe modern significance of the historical experience of Central Asia
inthe context of globalization, aswell asitsrole in the dialogue of civilizations
and international cooperation. It is concluded that the region’s civilizational
heritage is an important resource for strengthening security, integration and
sustainable development of the Central Asian states.
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Anpa AnbiLuoBa

OPTA/IbIK A3UA OPKEHMUETI: KOLWMNMEHAOINIEP MEH OTbl-
PbIKLWbI LUAPYAJIAPAODbLIH ©PKEHUETI

AHpatna. Makanaga Optanblk A3va EypasuaHblH MaHbi3abl cayaa,
KOLLI-KOH >XaHe pyXxaHW >O0n4apblHblH, KMblNbICbiIHAA KanbinTtackaH biperen
TapUXM-MOAEHWN XOHEe epPKEHUETTI aMMak peTiHae KapacTblipbliagbl. «Op-
KEHWET» YFbIMbIHbIH 3BOMIOLUMACHI XXBHE OHbIH MblHAaraH >Xbiigap Oowbl
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KeLLMeni >XaHe OTbIpbIKLLbl 6pKeHMeTTep e3apa apeketteckeH OpTanbik A3msa
KEHICTITIH TyCiHyre kongaHblinybl TangaHaabl. ¥abl XKibek >XOMblHbIH, LLbIFbIC
neH batbiC apacbiHOafbl 9KOHOMMKAsbIK, MBAEHU XOHE epKeHueTapanblk
anMacyablH Herisri ¢akrtopbl peTiHAeri peniHe epeklle Hazap ayaapblina-
Obl. ©9neMaik AiHaepaiH, 3THOMBAEHW SPTYPNINIKTIH >XXoHe TONEePaHTTbINbIK,
OBCTYPEPIHIH 6HIpMIK AaMyablH TypakTbl MOAENIH KabiNTacTblpyFa acepi
awblnaabl. Makanaga CoHbIMeH KaTtap »kahaHaaHy xarganbiHgarbl OpTanbik,
A3VISIHbIH Tapuxu TeXipUOECIiHIH Kasipri MaHbI3bl, COHAan-aK OHbIH ©pke-
HWETTEP Auanorbl MeH XasblKaparblk bIHTbIMaKTaCTbIKTarbl pesi KapacTbl-
pbliagbl. OHIpAiH epKeHNETTIK Mypachkl OpTanblk A3Ma MeMNeKeTTEPIHIH Ka-
YINCI3AiriH, MHTErpaLUnAChbIH XXOHE OPHbIKTbI 4aMYblH HbIFAWUTY VLLIH MaHbI34bl
pecypc 6onbin Tabbinaabl AereH KOpbITbIHAbIFA KENA|.

Tyudin cesgep: OpmasibiK A3UA, epkeHuem, cumMOuo3, spmyprisiik,
Kewirnesii >xeHe 0mMbIPbIKWbI MageHuemmep, ¥ibi XKi6ek XK0/1bl, epKkeHuema-
pasiblk e3apa iC-KUMbI/I.

Aunpa AnbiLLoBa

LUMBUNIN3ALUUA LEHTPA/IbHOM A3UU: LUMBUNU3ALMA
KOYEBHUKOB U OCEAJIbIX SEMNIEAOE/IBLIEB

B ctaTtbe paccmaTtpmBaetca LieHTpanbHaa A3mAa Kak yHWUKanbHbIWM UCTO-
PUKO-KY/IbTYPHbIN U LMBUMN3ALMOHHbBIV PerMoH, cGopMmMpoBaBLLMNCA Ha
nepecevYeHnn BaxKHEMLLUWX TOProBbiX, MUFPALMOHHBIX W AYXOBHbIX MyTEN
EBpasunn. AHann3npyeTca SBOMOUMA MOHATUA «UMBUAM3ALMA» LU €ro Mpun-
MEHEHME K OCMbIC/IEHUIO LEeHTpasibHOa3maTckoro npocTpaHcTBa, rae Ha
NPOTAXEHWUM ThiCAYENETUIN B3aMMOAENCTBOBAIM KOYeBada 1 oceanasa LnBm-
nnsaumn. Ocoboe BHUMaHWe yaendaetca posv Benukoro LwenkoBoro nytm
Kak K/H4YeBOro ¢pakrtopa aKOHOMUYECKOro, Ky/IbTYPHOro U MexXUnBuUImn3a-
LMOHHOro obMeHa Mexay BocTtokoM u 3anagom. PackpbiBaeTca BAUAHME
MUPOBbIX PENUTNI, STHOKY/TBTYPHOIO MHOTO00Bpasmna n Tpaamumnii TofepaHT-
HOCTM Ha GOPMUMPOBAHME YCTONYUMBOW MOAEN PETMOHANBHOIO Pa3BUTKA.
B cTaTbe Takke paccMaTpmMBaEeTCA COBPEMEHHOE 3HaUYEHME NCTOPUYECKOrO
onbiTa LleHTpanbHoM A3nmn B ycnosuax rnobanmsaumm, a Takxxe ee posb B An-
anore UMBUIM3aLUnn 1 MexayHapoaHOM coTpyaHuyecTse. [lenaerca BbiBOA
0 TOM, YTO UMBUINIALIMOHHOE HacNeane permoHa aBAseTcAa BaXKHbIM pecyp-
COM A4 YKpenneHmna 6e30nacHOCTU, MHTerpaunm 1 yCToM4mBOro pasBmnTmA
rocygapcTts LleHTpanbHoM A3nn.

KnroueBsbie cnoBa: LleHmpanibHada A3ud, YuBuu3ayusd, cUMObuo3, MHO-
roobpasue, Ko4eBad U 0cens1as Ky/ibmypsbl, Benukul uienkoBbil rnyms, Mex-
YUuBU/IU3aYUOHHOE B3auMoaelcmBue.
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INTRODUCTION

Central Asia is commonly understood to comprise Kazakhstan,
Uzbekistan, Turkmenistan, Tajikistan, and Kyrgyzstan. These states are the
main historical and cultural areas of this region.

In 1992, at the Central Asian summit, President of Kazakhstan Nursultan
Nazarbayev proposed to abandon the concept of «Central Asia and
Kazakhstan» in favor of the concept of «Central Asia». UNESCO has given a
different definition to the concept of «Central Asia». In accordance with this,
there is an opinion that in addition to the mentioned countries, Central Asia
should include such states as Mongolia, part of China, Afghanistan, Pakistan
and some areas of Iran. This definition is also used in geographical sciences.

RESEARCH METHODS

The article uses general scientific and special research methods. The
main one is the historical and analytical method, which allowed us to
consider the process of formation and development of the Central Asian
civilization. The comparative civilizational method was used to identify the
features of interaction between nomadic and sedentary cultures, as well
as the mutual influence of Central Asia with other civilizations. Systematic
and socio-cultural approaches are used to analyze the region as an integral
historical and cultural space. The analysis and generalization of scientific
sources, including the works of domestic and foreign researchers, was also
applied.

RESULTS AND DISCUSSION

Civilization (Latin Civitas) - comes from the concept of «city, civil society,
state». The term «civilization» was first used in French in the second half
of the eighteenth century. In the works of such thinkers as Montesquieu,
Voltaire, Turgot, Condorcet, this concept implied a reasonable society
based on a cart, reasonable legality and justice, moral and intellectual height
(Mezhdunarodnyi simpozium 2014).

At the beginning of the 19th century, an «ethnographic concept of
civilization» was being formed in Europe. He attaches great importance
to the diversity of human culture and asserts that «every nation has its
own civilization». Gradually, various theories and concepts of civilization
appeared in philosophy. Here’s how we can highlight the main ones:

1. Civilization is a post-barbaric stage of human history. It is caused by
the formation of classes, states, the emergence of cities (urbanization), and
the use of writing.

2. Civilization is important for culture. Both express the growth and
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development of society, man-made values, ideals, norms, and ways of
social existence.

3. Civilization is a special aspect, a level of social life. It is characterized
by the presence of «technical support», living conditions («comfort»), and
«desire».

4. Civilization means the unity of mankind, the integrity of a multifaceted
culture, and a system of values common to all mankind.

5. Civilization is the end, the «aging», the «fading» stage, the time of any
culture.

The concept of «civilization» has a definition of a certain «world», that s, a
spatiotemporal culturaland economic continuum with its own ideas, values,
etc. «Every culture, according to Oswald Spengler, has its own civilization»
(Shpengler 1993).

The Central Asian civilizationcombinedtwo components -the civilizations
of nomads and sedentary farmers. For three millennia, the two civilizations-
nomadic and sedentary-maintained relative internal autonomy, developed
side by side, mutually contributing to the further enrichment of each
other, forming a single universal civilization. For socio-economic, climatic,
geographical and historical reasons, the civilizations of nomadic and settled
peoples had their own characteristics inherent in each of them individually.

It is believed that nomadic peoples represented a triad of signs of
civilization: monumental culture, cities and writing. In ancient times, the
ideology was based on ethnocentrism — the opposition of one ethnic group
to the outside, thatis, to another ethnic environment. On the other hand, the
nomadic state formations of Central Asia had strictly centralized political
and military power. At its head was the supreme ruler, the Kagan, «appointed
by heaven».

The highest state authority could control ethnic groups, ensuring the
integrity and stability of allied relations.

The Middle East (Babylon, Hellenism, etc.) and Asian civilizations
(Chinese, Indian, Arab), the countries of Central Asia were able to actively
integrate the best aspects of these cultures.

Turks, Arabs, Slavs, Chinese, Iranians, Mongols and Indians are the tribes
and people who crossed their way through this region. History has left a large
layer of cultural heritage for modern Central Asia, which is a UNESCO World
Heritage Site.

Chinese culture has influenced this region since ancient times with its
architecture, religion, and aesthetic system (Stavitskii 1974). At the present
stage, Central Asia and the People’s Republic of China are increasingly
interacting at the economic level.

Since ancient times, the region’s exposition has determined its transit
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character. The Great Silk Road ran through this region, creating a connection
between China and Europe. There was an exchange of goods, inventions,
and art. This determined the special role of economic and cultural ties in
inter-civilizational relations at the time.

It can be said that on the pages of history it is important that the Great
Silk Road was the only trade route that was formed during at least the
twentieth century, connecting East and West in political, diplomatic, trade,
economic, cultural and humanitarian relations since ancient times. All five
sections of the Great Silk Road, departing from the Northern Caravan Route,
were considered a cable car connecting the people of the states of the East
and West, closely connecting nomadic and settled peoples in the territory of
modern Kyrgyzstan and Central Asia (Sukhareva 1976). One of its examples
is the Great Silk Road, which, expanding the boundaries of trade and
economic cooperation, strengthening the spiritual unity of East and West,
continuously flowed through the Eurasian spaces, where goods, property,
science, knowledge, and cultural values flourished.

Onthe otherhand, the GreatSilk Road played therole of a transformerand
integrator of Eastern and Western cultures. For this reason, the international
community is working to restore the routes connecting Uzbekistan with
China and Central Asia through Afghanistan to the ports of the Indian Ocean
(Kadyrov 2015).

Within the framework of the China-Central Asia summit, which took place
onMay 18-19, 2023 inthe Chinese city of Xi’an, a trilateral memorandumwas
signed on the China-Kyrgyzstan-Uzbekistan railway construction project (a
strip on the territory of Kyrgyzstan).

The implementation of the China-Kyrgyzstan-Uzbekistan railway project
is important not only for the Kyrgyz Republic, but also for the entire Central
Asian region. The project will ensure an increase in the competitiveness of
the participating countries in the international transit market by reducing the
time and intervals of cargo delivery.

This can be defined as an indicator of practicalimportance from the point
of view of using historical experience at the present stage.

It can be said thatthese universaltraditions have brought Central Asiainto
the orbit of world civilization, absorbing philosophical ideas about man, the
world and the universe, tolerance, openness, honesty, proximity to nature,
along with values and ideas. History shows that no civilization has emerged
separately from other cultures; they have always complemented each other
throughout all epochs of development.

A symbiosis of religions is emerging in Central Asia: Islam, Christianity,
Judaism, Buddhism, and others. Since ancienttimes, all these religions have
taken root along with various cults of nomadic peoples.

11
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According to statistics, at the present stage, the Muslim population
prevails in this region (Kazakhstan — 70.19%, Kyrgyzstan — 80%, Tajikistan —
90%, Turkmenistan — 89%, Uzbekistan — 93%). Christianity ranks second in
terms of prevalence (Kazakhstan —26.17%, Kyrgyzstan — 16%, Turkmenistan

— 8%, Tajikistan and Uzbekistan — less than 5%).

Buddhism exists in Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan and Tajikistan. The Jewish
religionis lesswidespread. Despite this, all these states are secular, meaning
the population has the right to choose their religion. Islam had a significant
civilizational influence on the culture of the peoples of Central Asia.

The abundance of languages spoken in the area attests to the
multiculturalism of the area. Despite the fact that the Soviet Union had
a significant cultural impact, although the USSR pursued a policy of
Russification on the territory of Kazakhstan, Uzbekistan, Turkmenistan,
Kyrgyzstan and Tajikistan for almost 70 years, this had no impact on the
culture and identity of the peoples of the region. The renewal of the world
system of the Central Asian countries has been atradition for many centuries,

starting with a process of balancing between countries.

Looking at Central Asia through the prism of a separate region of the
world, rather than as part of the USSR, gives a clear picture of interethnic
interaction between the countries.

A special feature of Central Asia is its interfaith and interethnic tolerance.
Turkic ethnic groups are united by the unity of language, historical memory
and archetypes of spiritual experience. The intellectual elite and scientific
communities can help preserve the region’s historical and cultural heritage
through regeneration and research.

In the context of current globalization, Central Asia is located at the
junction of the Islamic, Orthodox, Chinese and Western civilizations of
the world. His position determines his unique role in the inter-civilizational
dialogue and the exchange of cultural values (Abaev and Homushku 2011).
This role marks the diversity of the processes of intercultural interaction
inherent in it over the centuries.

In order to protect the national interests and security of the Central
Asian States, it is necessary to develop cooperation with the international
community. Thisis achieved through cooperation with neighboring countries
in the region, as well as with international organizations.

In modern conditions, the importance of the historical and civilizational
experience of Central Asia as a basis for building a sustainable model of
regionaldevelopmentisincreasing. The centuries-old practice of coexistence
of various ethnic groups, religions and cultures has formed a unique tradition
of dialogue and mutual respectin the region, which can serve as an example
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for other multinational spaces. This experience is becoming particularly
relevant in the context of increasing global challenges related to conflicts of
identities and civilizational values.

An important factor in the further development of Central Asia is the
comprehension and reassessment of its role in world history not only
as a transit space, but also as an independent center of civilization. The
strengtheningof scientificresearch, the preservation of historicaland cultural
heritage monuments, as well as the development of cultural diplomacy
contribute to the formation of a holistic view of the region and enhance its
importance in the global cultural and intellectual space.

Thus, Central Asia continues to act as a space of active intercivilizational
interaction, where the past and the present complement each other. The
combination of rich historical heritage and modern integration processes
creates prerequisites for the sustainable development of the region,
strengthening its security and expanding cooperation with the international
community based on mutual respect and equal partnership.

CONCLUSION

Summing up the results of the study, it can be noted that Central Asiais a
unique historical, cultural and civilizational region formed at the intersection
of the most important trade, migration and spiritual routes of Eurasia. For
thousands of years, there has been close interaction between nomadic and
sedentary civilizations, each of which had its own socio-economic, political
and cultural characteristics. Their mutual coexistence and complementarity
contributed to the formation of a stable and multifaceted Central Asian
civilization.

A special role in the development of the region was played by the Great
Silk Road, which acted not only as a trade and economic artery, but also as
a powerful channel forintercultural and intercivilizational exchange. Through
him, knowledge, technology, religious ideas, artistic and philosophical
values spread, which contributed to the integration of Central Asia into the
global civilizational space. As a result, the region has become an important
link between East and West, accumulating and transforming the cultural
heritage of various peoples and civilizations.

The history of Central Asia also demonstrates a high level of religious and
ethnic tolerance. The coexistence of Islam, Christianity, Buddhism, Judaism
and traditional beliefs of nomadic peoples has formed a uniqgue model
of interfaith interaction, which remains relevant in modern conditions.
The multilingualism and cultural diversity of the region are evidence of its
openness to dialogue and mutual cultural enrichment.
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In the post-Soviet period, the Central Asian countries had the opportunity
to rethink their identity, considering the region not only as part of the former
USSR, but also as an independent subject of world history and politics. This
allowed us to take a fresh look at the processes of interethnic interaction,
cultural development and regional integration. Modern infrastructure and
transport projects, including the development of transit corridors between
China, Central Asia and other regions of the world, testify to the revival of the
historical role of the region as a key hub of international communications.

In the context of globalization, Central Asia continues to be a space of
intersection of Islamic, Orthodox, Chinese and Western civilizations, which
gives it special importance in the system of international relations. The
preservation of cultural heritage, the strengthening of interstate cooperation
and the development of a dialogue of civilizations are important factors
in ensuring the sustainable development and security of the States of the
region. Thus, the historical experience of Central Asia and its civilizational
diversity are not only a valuable legacy of the past, but also an important
resource for shaping a harmonious future in a changing world.
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